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Mass Schedule
Saturday — 4:30 PM
Sunday — 10 AM and 5 PM
Saturday 4:30 PM and Sunday 10 AM
Masses will be livestreamed on the
website at www.saintmmparish.org/
live-streaming. The 5 PM will be
livestreamed on our Facebook page.
Daily Mass (Mon-Fri) — 7:30 AM
Daily Masses will be livestreamed on
the website.

Baptisms
Sundays at 11 AM. If you or
someone you know wishes to have

Contact Information
Administrators:
Rev. Paul Soper and
Rev. Bob Blaney
Seminarian in Residence:
Nate Sanders
Deacon and Parish Manager:
Rev. Mr. Stephen May – Ext. 107
Deacon Emeritus:
Rev. Mr. Joseph E. Holderried
Music Directors:
Bill Grzybowski and Matt Hussey
Director of Faith Formation:
Karlene Duffy – Ext. 101
Faith Formation Administrative
Assistant:
Denise Raftery – Ext. 102

Office Hours
Monday – Friday 9 AM – 5 PM

A Note From Father Bob
Congratulations Deacon Nate!
We are so proud of our seminarian Deacon Nathanial Sanders who was ordained to the
Order of Deacons on Saturday morning by Cardinal Sean. Certainly a big moment in Nate’s
life, it is a uniquely blessed time in the life of St. Margaret Mary Parish. Ordination as a
deacon needs to happen before ordination as a priest. Deacon Nate will serve in the parish
until his ordination as a priest on May 21, 2022.
On Sunday, Nate will preach his first homily and serve as deacon at the 10 AM Mass. We
offer a heartfelt congratulations and welcome to his parents and family members who are
joining us for the celebration. How fortunate we are to have two excellent deacons serving in
the parish!
By now you likely have heard the news that the Cardinal has appointed Fr. Paul and myself as
pastors of both St. Margaret Mary Parish and St. Denis Parish. St. Denis Parish is in need of a
pastor as Fr. Burke has accepted an assignment as the new pastor of the parishes in
Lexington. Fr. Paul and I will begin this new role on August 3. This assignment implies that
the two Westwood parishes will begin functioning as a collaborative as outlined in the
pastoral plan of the Archdiocese called Disciples in Mission. You can read about the pastoral
plan at www.disciplesinmission.com. We are pleased with this assignment which means we
can stay in Westwood! Our other positions with the Archdiocese continue, of course. We are
hopeful that in the not-too-distant future an additional priest will be assigned with us. Not a
guarantee, of course, but we hope nonetheless.
Cardinal Sean and the other bishops of Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine
have made the decision to remove the dispensation from the obligation to participate at
Sunday Mass which was first given in March of 2020 at the start of the pandemic. The
dispensation was given initially to help Catholics in their faith with regard to Sunday Mass
obligation, given that we were asked to remain within our household bubble. Like many
parishes, we were fortunate to be able to live stream Masses during the past year so that
parishioners could at least participate virtually. All that to say the obligation to attend Mass
on Sunday and Holy Days is reinstated next Sunday, June 20.
Why is there an “obligation” to participate in Mass anyway? The short and simple answer is
because it is one of the Ten Commandments, number three to be specific: “Remember to
Keep Holy the Sabbath’. Sabbath, of course, means the seventh day. As found in the first
chapters of the Book of Genesis, God created the world and rested on the seventh day calling
it “holy”. Sabbath has been an essential part of the Jewish faith and other faiths and cultures.
Since the earliest days of the Church, Christians commemorated the Sabbath on Sunday by
participating in the Eucharist — Sunday, of course, being the day of the Resurrection.
The longer answer has to do with the whole concept of “remembering”. Christ’s command
was to “do this in memory of Him” thus every time we eat the bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim his death and Resurrection! History has shown that whenever Catholic
Christians have been deprived of the Eucharist they have eventually forgotten God
altogether. Another way to say it is that the Eucharist keeps the reality of Christ’s paschal
mystery (dying and rising) in our consciousness and alive in our hearts. How awful is life
without Christ! For this reason, we have the obligation to share in the Eucharist lest we
forget to whom we ultimately belong!
Of course when anyone is sick, caring for someone who is sick or in a state of life which
movement is a hardship, the obligation is lifted. There is a helpful website
www.masstimes.org which will tell you of the nearest Churches for Mass if you are away
from home. I have used it on occasion and found it quite helpful.
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Weekly Offertory

Midsummer’s Night Nativity

The weekly offertory for the weekend of
June 5-6 was $7,634. $4,835 was collected through
WeShare, our online giving portal and $2,799 was
sent in via the mail or given at Mass. Thank you for
your generosity.

June 24th Outdoor Mass at Sunset (8:00 PM)
This feast commemorates the birth of John the Baptist and falls exactly six
months before Christmas (the birth of Christ). From the Nativity of St. John
the Baptist until Christmas, the days begin to get shorter, for John tells his
disciples “He must increase, and I must decrease.”

Mass Intentions

From the Desk of Karlene Duffy

Saturday 6/12: Deceased intensions of St. Mary’s
Youth Young Adult Group and the Forsaken Holy Souls
in Purgatory.
Sunday 6/13 10 AM: Pro Populo
Sunday 6/13, 5 PM: Audrey M. Nelligan (Month’s Mind)
Monday 6/14: Harry Themistocles Jr.
Tuesday 6/15: Joseph Quinn Jr.
Wednesday 6/16
Thursday 6/17: Louise & Paul Zukas
Friday 6/18: Ted Kraus

Facebook Live Events
Daily Morning prayer at 8:30 AM
Daily Rosary/Chaplet at 3:00 PM

Parish Events

Prayer for Discernment of My Vocation
Gracious God, you called me to life and gifted me in many ways. Through baptism
you have sent me to continue the mission of Jesus by sharing my life with others.
Open my heart to listen to your deeper call. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit that I may
have a listening heart and courage to respond to You. Lead me to choose the way
of life to which You are calling me. Enkindle in my heart the desire to make the
world a better place by serving You as a married or single person, lay minister,
religious sister or brother, priest or deacon. Help me to become all You desire me
to be. Amen.

Wednesday — Adoration & Reconciliation from
3-8 PM. The Blessed Sacrament will be solemnly
exposed on our altar. There will also be the
opportunity to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation from 7-8 PM.
Friday — Adoration from Noon-3:00 PM.
Rosary and Divine Mercy at 3 PM.

1st Annual Corpus Christi Procession

Saturday — Rosary, at 9 AM outside by
the statue of Our Blessed Mother Mary.
If weather does not permit, we will pray inside
our church.

A few pics from our 1st Annual Corpus Christi procession. Behind the
Precious Body of Our Lord and Savior, 65 Catholics walked together down High
Street while singing praises to Our Almighty God. We got some beeps and waves.
God is good! How can we keep from wanting the world to see Him and be in His
True Presence!

In Loving Memory
Please pray for all the deceased of our parish
including John F. Quinn, Kevin Leary and
Joseph Quinn Jr. whose funeral Masses we
recently celebrated as well as all of our sick
and those who have asked for our prayers.

Earlier this week, two friends (let’s just call them D and S) and I kidnapped (I
know he doesn’t like to be called a kid, ah youth!) a certain seminarian (soon to
be transitional deacon), let’s call him N (and took him over state lines for a (sort
of) retreat. We wanted to surround N with strong, faith filled women to be certain he knows we love him and are proud of him and pray for him. We ended up
in Enfield, NH at The Shrine of Our Lady of LaSallette. Yes, I know there is one in
Attleboro but this was an adventure and a beautiful discovery. The shrine overlooks a lake, has a large walkable rosary, life sized statues of Our Lady of
LaSallette, St, Joseph and Blessed Mother Mary along with a small rustic chapel
and beautiful former church and seminary. We explored the grounds, went to
confession, attended Mass, enjoyed a picnic, prayed the stations of the cross and
walked the rosary. We then drove a wee bit west and had an early dinner in
Woodstock, VT and in lieu of dessert checked out one of the oldest covered,
wooden bridges. Honestly that was not my fav part of the day considering the
boards underfoot bounced and you could see the raging river hundred of feet
below… I digress of course. Regarding N, please be certain to keep him in your
heart and prayers. ‘Tis a grand and glorious and sometimes difficult thing to do
answering your vocational calling from God. Still trying to figure what God is call
you to do? Here’s a prayer D, S and I found on a pew in that little chapel:

.

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

June 13, 2021

WHS graduation was wonderful last Sunday. ‘Twas also wonderfully (?)
hot! Sitting on the bleachers was akin to sitting in a heated frying pan.
Of course it was well worth it to hear two students give great speeches,
listen to our own Sarah Bernardo play guitar and sing the class song
along with some of her classmates, catch up with members of the Class
of 2021 and remind them they are in our hearts and prayers as well as
to congratulate parents who truly followed Blessed Mother Mary and
St. Joseph on difficult paths while surrounding their sons and daughters
with love, hope and a sense of security. Blessings to all.
Special thanks to Ava Pujado, Sarah Bernardo, Julia Preskinis and
Kathryn Chirokas who attended the Baccalaureate Mass which was
switched last minute to Saturday due to the last minute moving of WHS
graduation from 1 PM to AM to the extreme heat. Thanks and love to
Mr. Joe Guerin, former Athletic Director for WHS. Mr. Guerin has for
several years now been the person I have invited to talk with the grads
before Mass. I did overhear him say “I don’t know why she asks me” so
allow me to answer you publicly, Mr. Guerin: I ask you because you are
a joy-filled Catholic who participates in the life of the parish, because
you are social and communicate well with adolescents (and adults) and
because of your background in athletics which is more often than not a
good, intergenerational common interest and good, therefore great
conversation starter.

Last but by no means least, many many thanks to the choir members
who sang their praise not only at the usual 10 AM Mass but also came
here to sing at the 4:30 Baccalaureate Mass. The Irish Blessing was
stunning! Even if I were not forbidden to sing aloud on parish property,
I would not have joined it simply due to it’s perfection. “Twas like a
balm to the soul.”
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Communion for the Homebound
We are looking for volunteers to bring communion to homebound parishioners (timing is flexible). If interested in volunteering a little time each week, please call the office at 781-326-1071. Also if you are a parishioner who is no longer able to
attend Mass and wishes to receive communion, please call the office and we can arrange communion to be brought to you.

Mass for Those who Died During Pandemic
On June 27th at 10 AM we will remember those who died during the pandemic. We will pray for the souls of the faithfully
departed and those who grieve them. If you lost a loved one during the time of physical distancing and social isolation,
please forward the deceased’s name to k.duffy@saintmmparish.org or call the office at 781-326-1071. We will be certain to
pray for them at this Mass. All are invited.

RCIA at St. Margaret Mary Parish
Do you know any adults (18 and older) interested in becoming Catholic? Or do you know any adults who have yet to receive
all the sacraments of initiation: Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation?
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, or RCIA, is a program of preparation for those who wish to be baptized or for those
who have been baptized and wish to be received into the Catholic Church. St. Margaret Mary Parish will be running an RCIA
program throughout the course of the next academic year, leading up to the Easter Vigil on April 16th, 2022.
If you are interested, or know someone who may be interested, please contact the parish office or speak with either Karlene
Duffy or Nate Sanders.

Vacation Bible School is back!
Mark your calendars!
VBS will take place the week of
August 2, 2021.
There will be prayer, Bible stories, music, crafts, games &
more.
Stay tuned for more details!

